HONORS
CHEMISTRY SYLLABUS

2013 - 2014
Instructor:  Kristen L. Herschler 
Contact information:   email – kherschler@ssisd.net 




Phone – Reminder101 system

Text:  Modern Chemistry, Texas Edition, 2002, Davis, Metcalfe, Williams, and Castka.  Holt, Rinehart and Winston Publishing.  This textbook is a resource and is available to checkout but one will not be assigned to you.  We will utilize many sources both texts and online.
Course Description:  Chemistry is the study of the composition, structure, and properties of matter and the changes it undergoes (Davis, et al, 2002).  This course is designed to build on the knowledge obtained through 7th and 8th grade science classes and prepare the student further study in college-level chemistry courses.  Chemistry is better understood through the use of experimentation; therefore this course will approximately will be spent 60% on lecture and 40% in lab exploration (perhaps more if time allows).

Grading:  Grades will be based on a 50% test scores, 
50% on daily work to include class work, homework, quizzes, and lab work  

Laboratory:  A requirement for this course is a laboratory notebook.  Description of these will be given further.

MATERIALS FOR CHEMISTRY:

1. 2 – 3 subject spiral notebooks (one per semester)
Students should begin to develop good habits early in the course.  Good habits such, as good note-taking skills and organization are essential and encouraged.  This will further help the student upon entering either an AP course, college, or other higher level of education past high school.  

2. Lab Notebook – Composition Book
The lab notebook allows the student to keep accurate records of all experimental work done throughout the year.  Most laboratory reports will be completed electronically.
3. 1 or more pocket folder (brads are not required)
4. Pens (at least one needs to be red) 
5. Pencil (mechanical or standard) with erasures
6. Highlighters (4 pack:  4 different colors)

7. Calculator  - scientific or at least one that exhibits an “EE” or “EXP” key and a“log”, “10x”, “ln”, and “ex” keys.   If you are purchasing one, these keys are a must.  I do have calculators for you to use in the classroom.  These calculators CANNOT be checked out to take home.

HONORS CHEMISTRY COURSE OUTLINE

Day to day activities will be posted on the classroom board a week at a time.

I. 1st  Six Weeks

a. Lab Management and Scientific Method

- 7 days

b. Matter






- 13 days

c. Atomic Theory and the Periodic Table 

– 5 days

II. 2nd  Six Weeks

a. Atomic Structure and Periodic Table


- 9 days

b. Light Theory and Electron Configuration

- 7 days

c. Periodic Trends




- 8 days

III. 3rd  Six Weeks

a. Ionic Chemical Bonding and Nomenclature

- 12 days

b. Covalent Chemical Bonding and Nomenclature
- 5 days

c. Molecular Geometry




- 5 days

IV. 4th Six Weeks

a. Balancing Equations and Mole Concept

- 13 days

b. Scientific Measurement



- 4 days

c. Mole Theory and Stoichiometry


- 11 days

V. 5th Six Weeks

a. Gases






- 9 days

b. Solutions





- 12 days

c. Acids and Bases




- 7 days

VI. 6th Six Weeks

a. Thermochemistry




- 14 days

b. Nuclear Chemistry




- 5 days

Labs and test dates will be determined later.

Watch for projects and their due dates.

As a parent/guardian, I _______________________ understand the direction of this course. If I should have any questions or concerns throughout the year, I will make contact through email or phone.

_____________________________________________                  __________________

Parent/guardian signature





Date

