Writing A Lab Report

Title of the Lab: (5)
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The name of the investigation you are doing.  If the investigation comes from a manual or handout, the title will be from the investigation.  

Problem: (5)

The main purpose of the lab.

Question: (5)

This is the ‘Problem’ in the state of a question.

Hypothesis: (5)

This is your answer to the question in the form of a statement that you are going to test.

Materials and Methods: (15)

This is the list of equipment and other supplies used to complete the investigation.  If the experiment is from a handout or manual, the materials will be given to you.  Methods are the step-by-step instructions you went through during this experiment.  You can summarize the steps in your lab handout.
Data: (30)

This is your recording of measurements and observations you have collected.  You should record them in the form of tables, charts and drawings.

Analysis: (30)

This is the part of what you have learned from your data.  This is also the sections where you explain any errors you may have made during the experiment.  Calculations and graphs explaining data should be included in this section.  You should also explain why the experiment did not work out the way you expected (errors).  This is the longest part of your lab write-up.

Conclusion: (5)

This is a simple statement of 1-2 sentences stating whether or not your data and analysis support your hypothesis with no explanation.  Remember, your explanation should be in your analysis only.

